This course is a survey of Asian civilizations from the late eighteenth century to the present. Emphasis will be placed primarily on the distinctive aspects of the culture of Asian nations and their modern experiences in a rapidly transformed world. In particular, we will focus on China, Japan, and the so-called Four Mini-dragons (South Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Singapore) to examine the changes and continuities in Asia's political, economic, and social systems.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
1) Quizzes 50% 2) Take-home Final Exam 40% 3) Attendance 10%
Note: In evaluating a student's performance, consideration will also be given to informed participation in discussions. 
SCHEDULE OF CLASS MEETINGS AND READINGS

